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CHAPTEE XT.

WITH Lord Minto's return from Vienna, in 1801,
began the last period of his public life in England, to
be closed five years later with his appointment to the
Governor-Generalship of India. He entered upon it
under circumstances not without resemblance to those
in which he had been placed before his first mission to
Toulon. Again as in those early days he found himself
acting with opposition, and as prominent in its fore-
most rank as a man could be whose constitutional
shyness led him to avoid an active part in debate.
Though Burke had disappeared from the scene and
Lord Grenville was comparatively a new friend, he
found in his intimate relations with Mr. Windham and
Mr. Elliot a continuity with the past.

As of yore, his fairness of mind and moderation of
temper gave his opinion an almost judicial weight; but
to these natural gifts were now added a wider experience
of life, and a personal knowledge of foreign rulers and
statesmen of the highest value when brought to bear
on questions of foreign policy, momentous in im-
portance above all others. A variety of circumstances
that combined to separate him from Lady Minto during
portions of the Parliamentary Session obliged him to